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Planning Commission Agenda Statement
Meeting Date: August 8, 2024

Agenda Heading: New Business
Item No.: I.1

TITLE:

Presentation and Study Session regarding a potential amendment to El Segundo 
Municipal Code (ESMC) Title 15 Parking Requirements for Residential Uses 

RECOMMENDATION:

1. Receive and File Presentation

2. Discuss and provide direction on a potential ESMC amendment

BACKGROUND:

On November 15, 2022, the City Council adopted the 2021-2029 Housing Element. 
Program 9 (ESMC Amendments) of the Housing Element calls for amendments covering 
12 different topics, 11 of which have been completed.  

The remaining amendment relates to parking requirements for residential uses and is the 
subject of this report and study session. Program 9 of the 2021-2029 Housing Element 
states the following regarding the subject amendment:

[three] 
unit[s], regardless of unit size. The City will revise its parking standards to a sliding scale 
based on unit size, similar to the recently approved Pacific Coast Commons project which 
achieved 83 units per acre.

DISCUSSION:

Program 9 aims to remove governmental constraints on housing development. Excessive 
parking requirements can be both a physical and a financial constraint on housing 
development, because parking occupies an area that could otherwise be used for living 
while it increases the cost of construction per unit.  

Program 9 and a potential ESMC amendment could require parking in proportion to the 
size of a residential unit. Specifically, it could replace the current multi-family residential 
requirement of two spaces per unit with a sliding scale similar to the Pacific Coast 
Commons Specific Plan (PCCSP) requirement listed in Table No. 1 below.
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Table No. 1: Pacific Coast Commons Residential Parking Requirements
Use Requirement
Studio units 1 space per unit
1-bedroom units 1.5 spaces per unit
2-bedroom units: 2 spaces per unit
Guest parking 1/3 space per unit

A potential amendment that matches the PCCSP requirements would reduce the required 
resident parking for studio and 1-bedroom units, while maintaining requirement for 2-
bedroom and larger units the same. 

Program 9 does not require a potential amendment to match the PCCSP requirements.  
A different sliding scale may be adopted by the City that helps accomplish the Program 9 
goal of facilitating housing development by a) reducing the cost associated with 
construction of parking and b) reducing the area on properties occupied by parking
spaces.

During the study session, staff will present information on additional options for a potential 
ESMC amendment
requirements in other cities, and the results of parking demand studies. 

CONCLUSION:

Following the study session, staff will begin drafting an ESMC amendment in accordance 
with Planning Commission direction. Staff anticipates drafting an ordinance and 
scheduling a Planning Commission public hearing before the end of 2024.

PREPARED BY: Paul Samaras, AICP, Principal Planner

REVIEWED BY: Eduardo Schonborn, AICP, Planning Manager

APPROVED BY: Michael Allen, AICP, Community Development Director

ATTACHED SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS: None
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